Second Congregational Church, UCC  Doc. No. C-32 Civil Wedding Guidelines
Bennington, VT Date: May 2012

The people and Pastor of Second Congregational Church extend their best wishes to you for a very
special day! We hope that it will be the beginning of a long and happy marriage.

Hospitality is an important ministry of this church, so we hope that our building and grounds will
provide a welcoming space for you and your guests. One or two hosts from our congregation will be
present during your rehearsal and service to make sure that lights are on, any microphones or
sound equipment are working, and to answer any questions you might have about the building.
Before rearranging any furniture or objects in the sanctuary, please check with the hosts.

We ask that you would recognize that, for many people, our sanctuary is a sacred space. And so we
ask you and your wedding party and guests to treat it accordingly. We ask you to sign the
“Sanctuary Use Agreement” and to communicate with your family and friends the respect with
which this space is to be used.

We will need to know if there is a special time a floristis coming in, as well as who, if anyone, will be
playing the organ or piano. We would also like to know the name of the Justice of the Peace who is
performing the ceremony, in case we need to get in touch with him or her. We ask that, after the
wedding, you remove all bows, programs, trash, and flowers from the sanctuary. No rice, confetti,
etc. should be thrown on the church grounds, though bird seed may be used outside the building.

The fee for the use of the building for the wedding is $250. Checks may be made to “Second
Congregational Church” and should be left in or sent to the office before the rehearsal.

If you have any further questions, please call the church office at 802.442.2559.

...Adopted by the Board of Deacons’ in May 2012
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